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Welcome to Magic Years International School!
Since 1990, Magic Years has been providing quality early years 
education to families in and around Bangkok. Our recent authorization 
as an IB World School has made Magic Years one of only a handful of 
schools in Bangkok offering the IB Primary Years  Programme (PYP) 
and the first such school in Nonthaburi province.

Recognized as a leader in the early years across the region, we take 
great pride in being the gateway to the world for so many young 
children who enter our program.         

Our paramount goal is to surround all children with love and warmth
- an extension of the concern of home. Based on the concept that 
hhchildren are like young plants that need nurturing and guidance, 
we provide an environment that is developmentally  appropriate and 
responsive to the needs of each child.

Our strong partnership with parents allows us to work in a spirit 
of unity to enrich our program and uphold the best interests of the 
children. It is without doubt that our growth and accomplishments 
achieved thus far could not have been made possible without the 
support and cooperation of our dedicated parents.

We invite you to learn more about Magic Year’s way that has shaped 
the lives of countless children over the past two decades. We hope 
the following pages give you a glimpse of what that might be. 

Sincerely,

“ Our years of experience and knowledge in 
the early years combined with the balanced and 

stimulating framework of the IB PYP allows us to create  
a quality program for our children utilizing the best 

educational practices from around the world. ”



MISSION
Magic Years International School 

aims to develop a caring community 
that moves together to celebrate 

and respect people from 
all cultures. 

We provide a challenging program 
that balances the body, mind, and 
soul, understanding that they are 

of equal importance to nurture 
each individual as a life long learner.

CORE VALUES
Magic Years believes in the following principles that guide our learning philosophy

        In establishing close family  school                          
partnerships.

        In providing students a learning  environment 
that is challenging, relevant, differentiated and 
collaborative.

         In giving students the time, space and 
opportunity to learn through play and inquiry.
        

        In reinforcing the intellectual, emotional, 
social, physical, moral and spiritual capacities 
of each child, enabling them to make appropriate 
choices and take purposeful action to benefit 
themselves and their society. 
         
         In promoting transformational teaching 
and learning practices through constant 
research, consultation, collaboration, reflection, 
action and commitment to growth.       



EARLY YEARS
The early years often mark the child’s first transition 
from home to group experiences outside of the family. 
With this in mind, our goal is to make each child’s 
adjustment as smooth, successful and purposeful as 
possible for both the child and parent alike.
Our open atmosphere makes families feel like
welcomed community members and from
the beginning, parents may enter the classroom, 
observe their child’s progress and become valued 
partners in their education. 

Aligning the practices and goals of the IB PYP and 
the Reggio Emilia approach, our Early Years program 
places emphasis on a rich learning environment, 
consisting of both the indoors and outdoors, 
promoting play, inquiry, decision  making, responsibility 
and ownership of learning. The combination of
the IB PYP framework and our stimulating
environment creates the perfect scenario for our 
youngest learners, who long to fulfill the curiosity 
and thirst for knowledge readily 
apparent at this age. 

The Early Years program at Magic Years serves as
the gateway to the world for our youngest learners. 
The years before formal education are extremely 
crucial for a child’s overall development and thus, 
the experiences offered in our program are designed 
to lay the foundation for school readiness and future 
learning. The Early Years program is recognized as one 
that allows children to develop to their full potential, 
to become motivated to learn and to be equipped with 
the tools to contribute to the betterment of society. 



In the Joy & Confidence Class (2 -3 years), 
emphasis is placed on a developmental approach, 
where teachers meet the needs of each child as
a unique and individual learner. Children enter 
class with a wide variation of skills and attributes 
which is respected as they learn, grow and
develop. The result of this approach is a content 
child imbued with a healthy amount of confidence.

The “Mommy & Me” program (0 -1 years) 
at Magic Years aims to bring families and their 
little ones together in our safe and stimulating 
environment, where, guided by our early 
childhood philosophy, they can explore, learn 
together and build trusting relationships with 
those around them.

The Trust & Caring Class (1- 2 years) offers
a safe and nurturing environment that encourages 
young learners to become responsible risk takers 
and independent problem  solvers. The key goals 
for this age group are to develop self- management 
skills  and to build secure and trusting relationships 
through a gradual separation process.

The Peace & Unity Class (3 -4 years) promotes 
physical, social, emotional, cognitive and spiritual 
development of the child. A developmental 
approach, which is both age and individually 
appropriate, unfolds in the set up of interest areas 
within the classroom and also a more structured 
introduction to the PYP Units of Inquiry.

The Creativity & Service Class 
(pre-Kindergarten) offers a wealth of experiences 
for the children as they delve deeper into
the transdisciplinary subjects of the IB PYP 
Programme of Inquiry. A more structured and 
expanded daily schedule includes integrated 
program inquiry, opportunities for discussion and 
reflection, individual and collaborative group work, 
and challenging co- curricular engagements. 

In the Excellence Class (Kindergarten),
the children explore the world around them,
encounter new ideas, make new friends and
continue to develop active and inquiring  minds. 
Through projects that are initiated by their own 
interests, children use what they know and expand 
their understanding of the six IB PYP knowledge 
areas within a context that is meaningful to them.

Early Year Programs



PRIMARY YEARS

Students in the primary years explore real-world problems through 
inquiry -driven projects, gaining a deeper understanding of content 
matter and fulfilling a passion for learning. Field trips to community 
businesses, schools and educational venues provide an authentic 
opportunity to learn, grow and explore beyond the classroom walls. 
Related elements within the primary years include inter school 
exchange opportunities, online collaborations, and service learning 
projects.  Indeed just as children in the early years enter a stimulating 
environment where important learning takes place, the primary years 
students undertake serious study that’s rounded out with many 
engaging activities.

Magic Years officially launched  its Primary 
Years Program in August 2013, fulfilling 
its long-awaited goal of expansion and 
simultaneously extending its quality
program and years of educational
experience to a wider range of
students.  Students in the primary
years at Magic Years fulfill a number
of learning objectives including
the following :

          Make meaningful connections within the six 
          knowledge areas of the IB PYP ( language; math;  
          science; social studies; arts; and personal, social and  
          physical education ) through project-based work and  
          rich learning tasks.

          Develop a set of skills, attitudes and conceptual 
          understandings across a range of transdisciplinary  
          themes. 

        

          Embrace the use of technology and connected 
          learning in exploring units of inquiry.

          Use the concept of “home learning” to enrich 
          connections between home and school.

          Take ownership of the learning process including 
          what is being learned (curriculum), how it is being   
          learned (engagements) and whether it is understood 
          (assessment).

The Programme of Inquiry for the Primary 
Years, which reflects the enriched IB PYP 
curriculum, addresses six transdisciplinary 
themes and a range of instructional units 
guiding the students’ inquiry.

Sample units include

         Body Systems: Body systems work 
         together to keep people alive

         The Past: Learning about previous 
         generations helps us understand 
         and learn from the past

         Art Forms: People use different art 
         forms to express themselves

         Events: Planning an event requires    
         organization and collaboration to be       
         successful



THE  IB PRIMARY YEARS 

PROGRAMME
In September 2012, Magic Years achieved 
International Baccalaureate (IB) World School 
status and recognition from one of the world’s most 
respected educational organizations.
As an IB World School offering the IB Primary Years 
Program (PYP), the school is committed to 
implementing a transdisciplinary program fostering 
the development of the whole child by developing 
their intellectual, physical, social, emotional and 
spiritual domains.

The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) serves as 
a framework for the Magic Years  curriculum. This 
framework helps guide what we believe children 
should know and be able to do. It draws on research 
and best practices from a range of top- notch 
educational systems. This framework has been 
further enhanced at Magic Years by integrating 
philosophies and approaches from other renowned 
programs around the world.

The IB PYP is a balanced and stimulating curriculum 
offered to children aged 3 to 12  years. It values 
the contribution of each child and understands the 
enrichment they bring  to school, local and global 
communities. It nurtures the development of
an internationally- minded person, who values and 
strives to put into practice the attributes of the IB 
Learner Profile, which identifies students as: 
inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, 
principled, open- minded, caring, risk  takers, balanced 
and reflective. 

The balanced framework of the IB PYP allows 
children to quickly and effectively acquire 
knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes to 
prepare for a successful life of learning. 

“ With a strong focus on the total growth of the child, the IB PYP 
touches hearts as well as minds, and in addition to academic 

excellence, encompasses all human faculties.”



RELATIONSHIPS     
The relationships children form in the early years are an important 
part of their social and academic success. These years are critical 
because they mark the first transition from home to a group
experience outside of the family. In fact, research shows 
that the best predictor of a child’s success as an adult is their 
ability to get along with other children. Children who have positive 
feelings about themselves and others and know how to relate to 
others have a greater likelihood of becoming successful learners 
and responsible citizens. Our goal is to ensure that each child
is given the opportunity to establish secure and trusting 
relationships with adults and peers in the Magic Years community.

ENVIRONMENT       
The environment at Magic Years is considered
to be the “third teacher”. Careful thought and 
attention is given to the materials, textures, 
colors and lighting of our spaces in order to 
create an inviting and engaging learning 
environment for the children. The  environment 
is purpose-built to ensure the needs of young 
children are met. It includes large communal 
spaces for meeting areas, distinct learning 
centers for small group work, outdoor play areas 
for sensory exploration, and cozy spaces for 
individual learning and reflection. 
The environment is a place of true creativity 
where young children freely explore and engage 
in a wide variety of planned and self- initiated 
learning opportunities.

PLAY    
At Magic Years, children use play to make sense of the world around them. Our learning environments, which consist 
of creative spaces for reading, writing, art, construction, dramatic play, science and technology, are designed to fulfill 
one purpose – to promote discovery, inquiry and play. Through play, children learn how to think, solve problems, 
negotiate, plan, achieve goals, make choices, express emotions, collaborate, and respect others.

EDUCATIONAL BELIEFS



TEACHING AND LEARNING

“ The mediocre teacher 
tells. The good teacher 
explains. The superior 
teacher demonstrates. 

The great teacher 
inspires. ”

William Arthur Ward

Our greatest asset at Magic Years is the diverse group of highly 
qualified teachers, administrators and staff hailing from all 
corners of the world. Our teachers possess a loving, nurturing 
and encouraging attitude towards the children. 
Their intelligence, individual initiative and dedication
are sources of inspiration for the entire community. 
They not only possess knowledge about child development, 
but also the love for research, of curiosity and collaboration.

Our teachers further ensure educational excellence through their role 
as researchers, applying keen observational skills to their practice 
followed up with insightful analysis.  Essential to learning is their efforts 
towards discovering developmentally- appropriate ways to promote 
inquiry, creativity and reflection in the classroom. They meet, discuss 
and question how they can challenge and provoke their children to scale 
new heights of learning. Their motivation to learn and to improve their 
practice is a key element of success amongst all students.

Passion for learning and a commitment to 
personal and professional growth are two 
traits that characterize our teachers. 
They approach their work with a posture of 
learning  - learning from their interactions 
with the children, the parents, 
the environment and their colleagues.
They inspire excellence not only in teaching, 
but also in learning.



Our community consists of a culturally diverse group of 
families, each enriching us with their own culture, language, 
beliefs and traditions. Language is thus recognized as 
instrumental to the success and holistic development of 
every child. English is the language of inclusion at Magic 
Years . Children who speak little or no English at home  
are welcomed into our community. Fluent English 
speakers benefit from this experience as they 
observe and help their peers learn English.

Mother Tongue Importance

The “mother tongue” refers to the first language a child 
learns at home. Research tells us that the development 
of  a child’s first language is connected to the
acquisition of  the second lan guage. The skills acquired 
in the first  language  are transferred to the second
language. If children fail to reach competency in their 
first language, they will struggle learning a second 
language. Our policy is to respect and value each child’s 
mother tongue. The use of the mother tongue  is
extremely important for gaining a deeper understanding 
of concepts. Although English is  the language of
inclusion at Magic Years, the mother tongue is utilized 
when necessary.

Second Language Acquisition

Learning English is a process. Children are able to achieve a superficial fluency in English fairly quickly. However, 
our motive is not speed, but rather meaning and understanding. The process of learning a second language takes 
time. Each child  has  his or her own pace of learning and development. Our goal at Magic Years is for the  children 
to acquire an excellent foundation in the English language by advocating time and space as key elements to 
becoming proficient speakers, readers and writers of English. 

Our environment for learning language focuses not only on knowledge, but also on experiences that bring about 
a conceptual understanding of what is being learned.

LANGUAGE LEARNING

“ Language is the road map of
a culture. It tells you where

its people come from and 
where they are going. ” 

Rita Mae Brown



CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT

“ Intelligence plus 
character  - that is the goal 

of true education. ”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

If a child is physically strong, creative and intelligent, 
but not willing to cooperate, share or work with others 
in harmony, how useful is his or her intelligence?
Our program pays close attention to the development 
of each child’s character and their social and emotional 
well being. It is important for children to recognize their 
inner qualities and to use their talents and capacities to 
engage in action aimed at benefiting others.

Our implementation of the award -winning Hidden 
Gems Character Development program from the Badi 
Foundation in Macau, China emphasizes the need to 
develop in students high academic standards, moral 
character, capability development, collective endeavor 
and community awareness. 

The Hidden Gems program helps children gain an initial 
understanding of moral concepts and how to apply 
them in their daily life at school and home. The lessons 
offered to the children lay the foundation for the 
growth of moral capabilities through exposure to 
a variety of activities and opportunities for reflection.

The underlying beliefs of our character 
development program include:

         each child is endowed with his or her own talents and 
         capacities.

         all children can be good and all can develop spiritual 
         qualities.

         the building blocks of a person’s moral structures are 
         qualities, attitudes, skills and abilities, as well as 
         knowledge and understanding of essential moral 
         concepts.

         a child cannot develop virtues in isolation, but through   
         interaction with others.

         focus should be on the development of moral 
         capabilities in order to achieve the twofold purpose of 
         personal and social transformation.



Library

Library class is a time when children of all ages can dive 
into the world of books   either to learn more about real life 
or to imagine. Children use books to learn about how they 
fit into the world around them and how their behavior can 
impact others and themselves. The Magic Years library 
is all about resources. It has materials that range from 
pre-reading to fluent reading. There is a collection 
of hardcover picture books that cater to our youngest 
children and more complex story books for the older 
students, including poetry and chapter books. Library time 
may be inside with books or audiobooks, researching 
online with guidance from a teacher, back in the 
classroom, or out and about in our spacious and 
wonderfully -shaded grounds.

Gym & Physical Education

Gym helps children become skillful, knowledgeable and 
expressive movers. The children learn a variety of 
fundamental movement skills, such as leaping, balancing, 
rolling, throwing and catching. Research shows that 
movement enhances brain development and thus great 
emphasis is placed on our gym program. Physical 
education (PE) offers children the opportunity to explore 
the capabilities of their bodies and the variety of ways in 
which they are able to use their bodies to solve problems, 
tackle appropriate physical challenges, manipulate 
equipment or apparatus, and express themselves in 
a range of situations.

Orff -Schulwerk Music

Our music program is based on the “Orff -Schulwerk” 
approach as a way of teaching and learning music. 
Orff combines music, movement, drama, and speech in the 
form of play, making it both meaningful and enjoyable for 
our children. Orff is based on things children like to do: 
sing, chant rhymes, clap, dance, and keep a beat on 
anything near at hand. It happens in a non competitive 
atmosphere where one of the rewards is the pleasure of 
making good music with others.

Nature Education

Nature education is an important component of the 
Magic Years curriculum. Through gardening, caring for 
farm animals and engaging in recycling projects, the 
children discover an appreciation for the beauty of 
nature and an awareness of environmental conservation. 
Strengthening the children’s ties to nature has tremendous 
physical, emotional and intellectual benefits. Children 
exhibit more creativity in green space, explore the
different sensory experiences in the environment and 
learn important concepts in science and ecology. 
Children’s language is also developed as they are exposed 
to new vocabulary to describe what they observe.

Woodworking

In Woodworking class, children develop their large and 
small muscles by learning to handle tools such as
a hammer, saw, screwdrivers, pliers, clamps and hand 
drills. Our woodworking  instructors model proper
behavior prior to using these tools. Safety and proper 
use of tools is emphasized in the class. At the workbench, 
children learn how to nail pieces of wood together, sand 
and smooth a finished product. Woodworking is valuable 
because it promotes skills such as measuring, hammering, 
sawing, and finishing while also serving as a therapeutic 
activity for young children. It also develops cognitive 
thinking, relational thinking, understanding of number 
concepts, creativity, cooperation, problem- solving and 
divergent thinking.

CO-CURRICULAR CLASSES
Our co- curricular classes offered during the regular school day provide
a broad range of experiences that enrich homeroom learning 
engagements. These activities help children develop interests outside 
of classroom learning and support the the IB PYP framework in 
encouraging children to become well- rounded and
balanced learners.



Thai Language & Culture

In honoring our host country, the children embrace 
opportunities to include Thai language, culture and 
traditions in their everyday lives at Magic Years. Regularly 
scheduled Thai classes are carried out in accordance with 
the Thai Ministry of Education curriculum expectations. 
In Thai class, children learn Thai language and culture 
through meaningful activities, games, stories and songs. 
The children learn to recognize the Thai alphabets, sounds 
and Thai numbers. Native Thai speakers are challenged 
with a deeper exploration of reading and writing strategies 
in Thai.

Swimming

Swimming is offered for children of all ages at 
Magic Years. Swimming helps children develop 
physically, mentally and emotionally. It also leads 
to risk- taking and the acquisition of an important 
life skill. With the supervision of an experienced 
instructor, the children learn to swim in a safe, 
fun and challenging environment.

Clay

Clay class is an opportunity for children to create 
and represent their ideas in a visual form. The 
children use clay to create their own original 
designs or representations of a real object, place 
or living thing. They poke, pinch, twist and roll 
clay while developing both fine and large motor 
skills. They also begin to understand shape, form, 
and perspective, while gaining knowledge of 
planning methods and problem -solving as they 
map out their three-dimensional project.

Soccer

Through outdoor soccer, children develop an appreciation 
for playing sports and staying fit. Children engage in 
gross -motor activity essential for their healthy 
development.  Children learn to play as a member of a 
team and they also learn to play fair while improving their 
self -esteem. The children develop physical skills such as 
basic ball control, coordination, and balance while 
engaging in warm- up drills and core exercises. They also 
develop an understanding of the importance of playing 
sports with the right attitude.



ASSEMBLIES
Magic Years assemblies take place once a month when

the children gather on stage to share their learning  experiences 

from their Unit of Inquiry through music, art, drama and

presentations. The school assemblies highlight an aspect of 

the “partnerships in learning” experiences offered during the 

academic year as each child demonstrates engagement with 

the five essential elements of the IB PYP: knowledge,

concepts, skills, attitudes and action.

The assemblies provide the children an opportunity to 

develop into confident and creative communicators in

expressing their ideas and sharing their learning with the 

whole school community. The children become courageous 

risk- takers as they stand on stage and trust that an audience 

full of children, teachers and parents will respectfully 

listen to them. They become independent inquirers as they 

demonstrate responsibility for their own learning and

reflect on their journey through their Unit of Inquiry.

They become principled and caring friends as they show 

patience, display an open  mind, respectfully listen to their 

classmates and joyfully celebrate the accomplishments of 

others. In essence, school assemblies enable children to

exhibit the attributes of the IB Learner Profile in

a meaningful and authentic context.



Gradual Separation

Assisting with each child’s transition to school, 
Magic Years plans for a gradual separation and 
adjustment process for both the children and 
parents starting from the first day of school. 
Separation is a very sensitive process both for the 
parent and the child and if handled well, it fosters 
in the child the quality of trust and risk- taking, 
which will stay with them for the rest of their lives. 
The initial presence of parents in the classroom 
makes possible for a gradual separation from 
home to school life and thereby a safe and secure 
kind of change.

“A child’s ideas about education and its 
significance begin with the parent.” 

Partnerships with families are crucial to each child’s development 
at Magic Years. Our open- door policy encourages parents to visit 
regularly, observe their children, learn about our program and 
communicate with any teaching team member regarding their 
child’s progress. Families also play an important role in enriching 
the school curriculum. They partake in school wide celebrations, 
special events and assemblies. In the classrooms, they volunteer 
to share a recipe, read a story, or introduce their family’s customs 
and traditions. They attend workshops, parent education
programs and participate in social events and
fundraising activities.

FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIPS

Parent Working Group

As the primary educators of their children, the school highly 
values the input of parents in all matters. In this connection, the 
“Parent Working Group” (PWG) was formed as a parent -driven 
initiative providing a valued voice for parents to ensure ideas, 
concerns and initiatives are communicated and realized together 
with the school. 

As a result, parents are empowered to take an active role in 
the continued development and enhancement of the school. 
The PWG is involved in a range of activities including fundraising, 
organizing workshops, participating in school performances, and 
contributing to school -wide events.



Private, Independent 
Educational Institution.

Accredited by the IBO 
(International Baccalaureate Organisation) 
to offer the PYP 
(Primary Years Programme) 

in 2012

YEARS OF
OPERATION

25

the first standalone IB World School 
kindergarten in Thailand.

ESTABLISHED 1990

private, independent educational institution.
� accredited by the IBO (International Baccalaureate Organisation) to offer the PYP (Primary Years Programme) in 2012.
� the first standalone IB World School kindergarten in Thailand.
� a leading preprimary and primary institution with over 20 years of experience in early childhood education.

� Established: 1990

� Years of operation: 25

� Accreditation:
� Authorized by the International Baccalaureate
� Licensed by Ministry of Education
� Accredited by Office of National Education Standards and Quality 

� Associations: International Schools Association of Thailand (ISAT)
� Average number of students: 100115
� Age range: 1 year – 9 years
� Teacher–student ratio: 1:5 Assurance (ONESQA).
� Curriculum: IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)

� Language of instruction: English

� Services: Transportation, Snack/Lunch, After School Clubs, Summer School

� Specials Classes: Art, Clay, Woodworking, Music, Physical Education, Library, Gym, Swimming, Cooking

� Facilities: Multipurpose gym, playground, swimming pool, soccer field, basketball court, woodworking, clay studio, 

library

A leading pre-primary and primary 
institution with over 20 years 

of experience in early childhood 
education.

Associations: International Schools 
Association of Thailand (ISAT)

Accreditation

SERVICES

Authorized by the International 
Baccalaureate

Transportation

Snack / Lunch

After School Clubs

Summer School

Accredited by Office of National 
Education Standards and Quality
Assurance ( ONESQA ). 

Licensed by Ministry of Education

Teacher–student ratio: 1 : 5 

Average number 

of students              100-115

AGE RANGE
1 year                                                11 years

Curriculum 
IB Primary Years Programme 
(PYP)

Language of instruction
English

 SPECIALS CLASSES

Art 

Clay

Woodworking

Music

Design Thinking

Physical Education

Library

Gym

Swimming

Cooking

Multi-purpose gym     Playground     Swimming Pool     Soccer Field     Basketball court      Woodworking     Clay Studio       Library

FACILITIES


